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This International Searching Authority hereby declares, according to Article 17(2)(a) t that no international search report will be 
established on the international application for the reasons indicated below 
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the products of such processes 



m. Q computer programs for which this International Searching Authority is not equipped to search prior art 

2. [x] The failure of the following parts of the international application to comply with prescribed requirements prevents a meaningful 

search from being carried out: 

n the description [x] the claims EH the drawings 

3. O A meaningful search could not be carried out without the sequence listing; the applicant did not, within the prescribed time Omit: 

□ furnish a sequence listing on paper complying with 1he standard provided for In Annex C of the Administrative 
Instructions, and such listing was not available to the International Searching Authority in a form and manner 
_ acceptable to it 

I I furnish a sequence listing in electronic form complying with the standard provided for in Annex C of the 
' — ' Administrative Instructions, and such listing was not available to the International Searching Authority in a form 
and manner acceptable to it 

| | pay the required late furnishing fee for the furnishing of a sequence listing in response to an invitation under 
Rule13fer.1(a)or(b). 

4 I I A meaningful search could not be carried out without the tables related to the sequence listings; the applicant did not within the 
* prescribed time limit, furnish such tables in electronic form complying with the technical requirements provided for in Annex C-b/s 

of the Administrative Instructions, and such tables were not available to the International Searching Authority in a form and 

manner acceptable to it 
5. Further comments: 
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 203 



The present application contains 182 claims, of which 15 are independent 
device claims. 

Several of these independent claims, are so broad that a search would 
undoubtedly reveal a very large number of documents relevant to the issue 
of novelty, which would make it impossible to determine which parts of 
the claims may be said to define subject-matter for which protection 
might legitimately be sought (Article 6 PCT). This matter is rendered 
even more intractable by the large number of claims which depend directly 
on these broad independent claims. 

Several independent claims are drafted as a statement of the result to be 
achieved by the device, or in terms of the method of using the device. 
These claims do not allow the reader to clearly recognise the technical 
features which might be so implied. 

Further, there is no clear distinction between the independent claims 
because of overlapping scope. 

There are so many claims, and they are drafted in such a way that the 
claims as a whole are not in compliance with the provisions of clarity 
and conciseness of Article 6 PCT, as it is particularly burdensome for a 
skilled person to establish the subject-matter for which protection is 
sought. The non-compliance with the substantive provisions is to such an 
extent, that no meaningful search is possible for the present application 
(PCT Guidelines 9.30). 



The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to 
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been 
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary 
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO 
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is 
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has 
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the 
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any 
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase 
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried 
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5), 
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be 
overcome. 



